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Dates for your Diary

Your paragrFeaph text31st March-Easter concert for Pianist’s 
2  April-FoRS Non-School uniform daynd

***3rd-17th April Half term***
 20  April-Summer Term Startsth

23  April-YR 4 Swimming starts (Osprey
Class)

rd

27  April-No School uniform for winning
house

th

28  April-FoRS Cake Sale YR5 & Nurseryth

29  April-Tempest Class photosth

4  May-Bank Holidayth

6  May-Parent drop inth

11  May-Year 6 SATS weekth

As we come to the end of a wonderfully busy spring term, I would like to take a
moment to celebrate the many exciting learning experiences our children have
enjoyed over the past few weeks. Our staff have worked hard to provide
enriching opportunities that spark curiosity, deepen understanding, and inspire
the children to do their very best.
Our Reception children were thrilled to meet some extraordinary visitors from
Fangs and Feathers, who introduced them to a range of exotic creatures—
including snakes and giant millipedes. This hands‑on experience certainly
sparked plenty of awe and wonder!
Year 5 enjoyed an engaging day at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, exploring Britain’s
naval aviation history, while another group of Year 5 pupils had the remarkable
opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament. Hosted by Adam Dance MP and
supported by the organisation Never Such Innocence, the children gained
fascinating insights into how democracy works and the importance of avoiding
war.
Across the school, all children took part in an inspiring sports activity day led by
Paralympian footballer Jack Rutter, who shared powerful messages about
resilience, determination, and giving your best despite challenges.
Years 5 and 6 also joined an online mathematics event, where they met
professionals working in maths‑related careers—helping them understand just
how many exciting paths maths can lead to.
Our KS2 children were captivated by a visiting storyteller, Tom Spencer, whose
imaginative tales transported them to new worlds and sparked their interest in
developing their own original stories. This was part of our month focusing on
reading and writing and culminating in our story-writing competition - Mr Platt
and Mr Storey were very impressed to receive over 100 entries, proving that
Redstart children love to write! Meanwhile, teachers also had the chance to
broaden their horizons by visiting schools across the CLF Trust on our recent
INSET day, gathering ideas and inspiration to help us continue improving
practice here at Redstart.
We were delighted to welcome parents into school as well. Year 1 and 2 families
joined us for reading afternoons to learn more about how we teach early reading,
and our new Nursery parents enjoyed an open afternoon to meet staff and learn
about life in our Early Years setting. Some of you also joined our parents'
evening, where hopefully you gained more of an insight into your child's learning.    

Academy Councillors Needed
We currently have vacancies for sponsor councillors on our Academy Council.
While our parent and staff roles are fully filled, we are looking for community
members who are not already directly involved with the school. If you know
someone who is passionate about making a difference to the education of
hundreds of children and is able to commit to just six evenings a year, please
encourage them to get in touch with the school office. Their contribution would
be hugely valued.
Thank you for your continued support throughout this vibrant and productive
term. We will break up on Thursday at the usual time (please note there is no tea
club on the final day). We wish all our families a restful break and look forward to
welcoming the children back for the summer term.

                                                   



General InformationGeneral InformationGeneral Information

📞 Important Update: New Telephone Answer Machine Options

We have updated our telephone answer machine to help direct your calls more efficiently. When you
call the school, you will now hear the following options:

1.Student Absence (Main School) – To report a pupil absence for the main school.
2.Nursery Student Absence – To report an absence for a Nursery child.
3.Safeguarding Team – For any safeguarding messages/concerns.
4.General Messages – For all nonabsence related enquiries.
5.Extension Number – For staff use only.
6.Reception – To speak directly with our school office.
7.Staff Absence Reporting – For staff use only.

    Thank you for your cooperation as we improve our communication systems.

Attendance & Term-Time Holidays
We understand that family time is important, but we kindly remind parents that holidays during term time

should be avoided. Taking children out of school can significantly impact their learning.
Please understand the following:

Even if you are taking your child out for a day only, please complete the term-time leave form. If we don't know
where your child is, we have to instigate our safeguarding procedures which take up valuable time.
One of our core values is honesty. If you are planning a holiday, please be truthful. We value open

communication and trust between school and home.
You can use the absence line (01460 67457 option 1) to leave messages at any time of the day or night.

We can administer medicine if needed and will send children home if they are too poorly to attend school.
Office Hours & Contact

Please note that the school office opens after 9:00am. If you arrive before this time, we kindly ask that you
wait outside. For general queries, you can:

· Visit our school website
· Phone the office (01460 67457)

Email us (info@rps.clf.uk)
We aim to respond promptly and appreciate your patience.

School Hours & Gate Access
· Gates open at 8:40am

Classroom doors open at 8:45am
If you arrive at 8:50am or later, please go to the front entrance and sign in at the late gate. Punctuality helps

children start their day calmly and confidently.
School Trips & Contributions

We love offering trips and experiences that enhance learning. However, when voluntary contributions aren’t
made, the school absorbs the cost, which limits what we can offer in the future.

If you’re unable to contribute, please speak to us—we’re here to help. Every little bit makes a difference and
means we can continue to offer experiences to the children that enrich their learning.

 
Contact Details– As per our attendance policy it is the Parents/Carers duty to ensure contact details are kept
up to date. It is also important for School to hold details of at least 2 emergency contacts for each pupil. This

information can be sent to the School office at Info@rps.co.uk
 

 School Dinners– Please book School dinners 2 days in advance via the MCAS app.
 

Contact Details Contact Details– As per our attendance policy it is the Parents/Carers duty to ensure contact
details are kept up to date. It is also important for School to hold details of at least 2 emergency contacts for

each pupil. This information can be sent to the School office at Info@rps.co.uk
 
 

 

 



NurseryNurseryNursery
The nursery children have really enjoyed the topic ‘Up on the farm’ they have engaged well with the core books
‘The three Billy Goat gruff, ‘The little red hen’ and ’Rosie walk” and have been looking at other supporting texts,
watching videos on the interactive whiteboard. 
The Little Red hen story has given the children the opportunities for further number recognition and counting
set amounts. They have enjoyed listening to and following simple counting experiences. The pre-reception
children have started further phonic activities within story time especially around letter sounds, looking at the
letters within their name and making marks. 
 
We have observed and supported the children in lots of conversations about farm animals in small world play
and they have engaged in all tactile experiences. The children are now using the correct language when
identifying and describing various farm animals. They have been making and designing Farm books and using
appropriate tools. 
 
All the children have been recently making their easter eggs cards as they are getting ready for the easter
holidays celebrations learning about new life and spring. The easter bunny will be coming to nursery and we
will be having an easter egg hunt in on the nursery garden. 
 
We have a lovely new home corner in the nursery support by the Tesco Grant money. The children have
enjoyed playing and exploring the new resources, which has supported their language, social skills and
imaginative play. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the blue token collection in Tesco's. 
 
We continue to have regular story sessions with Holyrood school, who have been reading to the nursery in
small groups. 
We have welcomed new families into the setting on open days and have settled children. We continue to
welcome more children after Easter. 
 
We wish all our families a happy Holiday. 
 



ReceptionReceptionReception

Puffins and Penguins have enjoyed exploring the story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff
during our Literacy sessions, independent learning and afternoon groups. We have
retold the story, creating bridges for the goats to cross the river using different types
of resources and materials both inside the classroom and in our outdoor area.
Discussing the characteristics of the troll led to some fabulous writing as well as
making a meal to eat with the troll where we were able to teach him some better
table manners and observe what happened to the food items as they were heated.
We have also been investigating how other things change – the children were
amazed to watch what happens to fruit when it is peeled and left out for days!
Having learned about the life cycle of a frog we were hoping to find some evidence
of frogspawn in the pond on our forest school days but unfortunately there was
nothing to be seen! However, using the book ‘Tad’, some models and playdough we
were able to discover how frogspawn develops into tadpoles, before growing legs to
transform into froglets and finally becoming fully grown frogs.
The highlight of the term for most was the visit from ‘Fangs and Feathers’ who
visited with a number of creatures including snakes, reptiles and millipedes. The
children were able to learn more about the animals including how they grow and
change. Many of us were brave enough to handle them, taking care to be gentle
and keep them safe. It was a very exciting day!



Year 1Year 1Year 1

We have had another really busy term in Year One. We cannot believe where the time is going! 
This half term, we concluded our Geography work on The United Kingdom. Ask your child if
they can tell you the four Countries, and their Capital Cities. This work has linked to our Writing.
We have been finding out all about London. The children have written and illustrated some
amazing postcards, which are on display in the classrooms. They know so much about the
London Landmarks and have really enjoyed this topic. 
In DT, we have learnt about towers and bridges. The children designed and built their own, and
learnt a lesson about being resilient – this wasn’t as easy as they first thought. 
Thank you to those of you who gained sponsorship for our Sport for School Visit. We had great
fun participating in a very energetic session with Jack Rutter. We were very inspired by his
story and his achievements. 
You will find a Phonic Screening information pack in your child’s book bag. Alongside your
usual reading, we would be extremely grateful if you could find some time to work through
this with your child. This is very familiar to the children and every bit of extra practise supports
their progress and success. 
We have enjoyed a few breaktimes at school now in warmer weather without the need for
coats. However, as the weather is so interchangeable, please do continue to send in a coat
every day. This is also a good time for a polite reminder to make sure that your child’s clothing
is named. We’ve had a few missing jumpers recently! Please also check their PE kit, as the
children continue to grow! We wish you all a lovely break and we hope that the weather will
become more Spring like when we welcome you back. 



Dear Parents and Carers, 
We’ve had a busy and exciting time in Year 2, and we wanted to share some of the
fantastic learning that has been happening in class! 
 
The children have been learning lots of fascinating facts about emperor penguins. They
have been using interesting sentence openers, such as “Did you know…?”, to write
engaging information sentences. We have been so impressed with how confidently they
are beginning to write like real researchers! 
 
In Maths, the children have been exploring multiplication and have practised drawing
arrays to help them understand how groups and repeated addition work. We have now
moved on to fractions, where the children have been learning how to find a half, a
quarter, and a third of shapes and different amounts. They are doing brilliantly with this
new learning. 
 
A huge thank you for all your support with World Book Day! The children looked
absolutely amazing in their costumes. We were blown away by their creativity,
imagination, and enthusiasm. What a joyful day it was! 
 
Thank you to those who are continuing to support the children’s learning at home.
Please remember that the school’s expectation is that the children read at least 4 times a
week. This makes such a big difference to their confidence and fluency. 
We add the week’s spellings to Spelling Shed which is a perfect for practising weekly
spellings in a fun and interactive way. 
We now have access to Times Tables Rock Stars! The children can now show off how
brilliant their maths skills are by practising their times tables online. 
Thank you for your continued support. We are incredibly proud of our Year 2 learners! 
The Year 2 Team 

Year 2Year 2Year 2



In Writing, we have been exploring The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. The children
have designed their own imaginative characters and produced some fantastic
descriptive writing. We are now beginning to plan a letter from Hogarth to the
Iron Man.
In Maths, we have been working with money. Some children are still finding this
a little tricky, so any practice at home counting coins or adding small totals
would be a great help. We continue to rehearse our 2 times tables and are also
building confidence with column addition and subtraction.
Our Science topic is plants. The children really enjoyed carrying out an
experiment to see how plants transport water through their stems. We have also
been learning about seed dispersal and the role of pollinators. While out and
about, it would be lovely to chat with your child about the signs of spring—
hopefully they can tell you how different plants spread their seeds!
In Art, the children have been creating mono prints using their own cardboard
printing blocks. We are exploring the Iron Age and how people lived during this
fascinating period. Ham Hill now has a new visitor centre all about its hillfort—if
your child is keen to discover more, it could make a wonderful weekend visit.
Please keep reading at home with your child; reading aloud to an audience
really helps develop expression, confidence and fluency. It also provides a great
opportunity for children to ask questions about unfamiliar vocabulary. TT
Rockstars can be played as often as your child finds helpful, and it will
automatically set the times tables they need to strengthen playing the Garage
game. Please remember not to complete the Gigs at home, as we do this
monthly in school. Thank you for your support.

Year 3Year 3Year 3



Year 4Year 4Year 4
Well, it has been another busy few weeks in Year 4! 
 
In Maths, we have been working on decimals, linking this work to money. After the Easter holiday, we will
be starting our new unit on fractions, before finishing the year building on our understanding of measure,
capacity and time. Please do feel free to complete some Maths over the holidays too, it is then not so much
of a shock when the children return to school after a 2-week break! The children will all complete a national
Year 4 times table check in June, so any practise at recalling their times tables will really help them with
this. There are lots of free websites to further support them, such as timestables.co.uk and Topmarks
Maths, which have lots of resources and games the children can access to help their learning. They can also
use their Times Table Rock Stars account over the Easter holidays too. 
 
In Literacy, we have just completed a unit of work writing a story inspired by Mary Shelley, who wrote
Frankenstein, and are now working towards creating a biography about her life using everything we have
learnt about her this half term. The children are enjoying learning key facts about her life. Thank you to all
of those who are reading regularly with their children at home, it really does have a huge impact on your
child’s progress in all curriculum areas. The children love choosing their next book from our school library.
As you read with your children, see if they can find any grammatical features we have been looking at, such
as apostrophes, inverted commas, fronted adverbials and subordinate clauses. 
 
Our Science and D&T topic this half term has been Electricity. As part of this unit of work, the children have
all designed and will be creating their own night lights. They had to create a success criteria for their
finished product, which we will use to evaluate their final piece. We will then use the Crumble Kits to
programme their night lights to turn on and off. As we’ve been learning how to use the programming
software, it’s been lovely to see so many children helping others with their work, either by helping to find
solutions if something didn’t work or helping with the coding. 
 
Our exciting swimming lessons will start on Thursday afternoons on our return to school after the Easter
break. Osprey Class swim first on Thursday 23rd April for their 6 weeks. It will then be Buzzard Class for 6
weeks from Thursday 11th June. 
 
Have a lovely break and we look forward to seeing you all again for the Summer Term. 
 



The children have had a super Spring term in Year 5. 
We all really enjoyed our trip to the Fleet Air Arm Museum to support our history of flight
topic. 
In Maths, we are continuing to learn about fractions and decimals. The children have
worked hard to apply their knowledge of fractions to solve problems and we’ve even had
a go at rounding. Please remind your child of our expectation of doing at least 10 minutes
of Maths homework per week, which acts as revision from our lessons in school. All
children in Y5 need to know their times tables so please encourage your child to practise
them through TT Rock Stars. Your child has their log in and passwords in their homework
book. 
In our writing lessons, the enthusiasm has been fantastic! We’ve been using the book
Lost Happy Endings as our springboard for creativity. The children then designed their
own character and wrote their story around their new character. They are now just
finishing off their recount text in our non-fiction unit where they are writing about the
trip to FAAM. 
For Science, our focus is Forces and so far, we have had a great time learning about
friction, gravity and air resistance.  In RE, we are finishing off our study of Judaism. The
children have finished their ‘Space’ art for our Art project and we are coming to the end
of our class read ‘Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. 
Thank you for your support with encouraging your child to read 4 times a week and
continuing to work hard with their homework.  

                                                                                

Year 5Year 5Year 5



We are so proud of how hard all the children have been working this term, especially as
they prepare for their SATs heading towards Easter. 
 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed finishing their Geography topic on Volcanoes and
Earthquakes. As part of this, they created some fantastic art pieces inspired by Edvard
Munch – we were blown away by their creativity! We've now moved on to learning about
the Geography of North America. The children have shown great interest and are enjoying
discovering the diverse landscapes, cultures, and landmarks of this fascinating continent. 
 
We recently completed a Science unit on Evolution. The children took part in an engaging
experiment exploring how different birds' beaks have evolved to suit the food available to
them – they really enjoyed this hands-on approach to learning! 
 
In English, the children had great fun producing a Survival Guide for a Post-Apocalyptic
Earth. Their imaginative and creative ideas were incredible. We are also really impressed
with the number of children who have worked hard to be awarded a fountain pen for their
beautiful handwriting. 
 
Mrs Rose from Holyrood has now met with all the children to help them feel more
comfortable about their transition to Year 7. This has been a valuable opportunity for them
to ask questions and ease any worries about the move to secondary school. She will
continue her visits through the next term. 
 
We will be sending home some practice SATs papers over the Easter holiday. Please
encourage your child to complete them and bring them back at the start of next term. This
will really help them feel confident and prepared for SATs week. We'll also be sending out a
separate newsletter after the holiday with more detailed information about SATs week. 
 
We hope all the children have a wonderful Easter break, full of rest and fun! We look
forward to seeing them back refreshed and ready for a successful term ahead. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Best wishes, 
The Year 6 Team 

Year 6Year 6Year 6



Forest SchoolForest SchoolForest School

                                     

We have had some great days out at Forest School over the
last few weeks. The most exciting thing is the arrival of Spring.
There are buds on the trees and a host of flowers have all
come through: from snowdrops to crocuses to daffodils and
now lots of daisies! There has also been activity back in the
pond and a few frogs have been observed - we are still
perplexed as to what happened to the rest of the frogs. Ten
years ago we would see 300 plus frogs coming back to our
pond every Spring. We now don't see more than a dozen or
so. This has coincided with a huge increase in our nest
population.
Children have done a whole host of activities in the grounds,
from shelter building to making fairy doors to bridge building
and tripod building.



In loving memoryIn loving memory  In loving memory 

The Y2 children have been painting rocks in loving memory of our dear
Redstart child, Xander so that his joy of rainbows can live on within the Forest

School.



Safeguarding TeamSafeguarding TeamSafeguarding Team
Safeguarding is high priority at The Redstart Primary School. We take every opportunity

to ensure that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and
happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. 

 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Rebecca Collins: 

Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are:
Mrs Joanne Margetts, Early Intervention and Attendance Lead

 

Mrs Tara Duke, Nurture Lead
 

 

Mrs Kerri Norman, Senco
 
 

 

The DSL for Nursery is Mrs Caroline Miller:

Our Safeguarding Team





Safeguarding InformationSafeguarding InformationSafeguarding Information

Parent & Family Support Service

We would like to remind our school community that if any parent or carer is looking
for extra support around matters including but not limited to;

separation
parent communication
tricky behaviours
debt
housing
mental health/emotional wellbeing

please feel free to have a conversation with a member of our safeguarding team
who would be happy to discuss a referral to the Parent & Family Support Advisor, or
other service if necessary.

If you are concerned about your child's attendance, please contact the school office
to make an appointment with Mrs Margetts who will be happy to offer you and your
family support.

If you have recently had a change of circumstance, please consider whether this
may have affected your entitlement to financial support. Any of our parents/carers
are welcome to request an assessment of their means to see if their child may
qualify for Free School Meals. Also, please remember that we are always happy to
request food parcels for any of our families. These requests will be dealt with
confidentially and on a 'no questions asked' basis.

Please see the Somerset School Nurse Team Newsletter leaflet regarding 'Chat
Health' for advice and support from the School Nurse Team. Again, if you wish to

talk about a referral, pleasease let us know



Somerset School Nurse Team Newsletter 

Are you looking for support with
your child’s bedwetting? 

Welcome to the new Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!

 

We hope you find this newsletter helpful but pleasedo feedback anything you would like to be added.

Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Phn School Nursing 

Theschool nurse team is made up of Specialist CommunityPublic Health Nurses, 
and Assistant Practitioners. We specialise in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people aged 5—19

years and cover primary and secondary schools across Somerset. 

This newsletter will be delivered termly, and is intended to keep you up-to-date on all the things we are 
doing as a service, and will include topics and links relevant to physical and mental health.

Ifso pleasecontactyour schoolnurseteam for
advice or make contact via the Chat Health Text

service. 

For more information regarding this topic please visit 
thefollowingwebsite:

 

ERIC 

Free helpline:
0808 801 0343

 

Do you have a child with
additional needs/and or

disabilities? 

Are you looking for advice 
and support? 

The Somerset Parent Carer Forum provides arangeof 
informationandsupportforparentsandcarersin

Somerset. They run a range of support groups and workshops
for parents/carers to attend, and also provide a phoneline

where you can speak to a parent representative. 

 
Somerset Parent Carer ForumCIC Ltd (not for profit) company 

For moreinformation click on thelink below:

Children's Mental Health Week 2026

9—15 February 2026 
Ifyourchildisstrugglingwith 

theirmentalhealthspeakwitha 

school nurseor your GP. 

Further supportcan be found: 

YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For 
Children And Young People | Young-

Minds 

Mental Health Issues | Young
Somerset 

Jan/Feb/March 2026 

Feedback QR code 

https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/phn__school_nursing
https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/phn__school_nursing
https://www.eric.org.uk/
https://www.eric.org.uk/
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mental-health-issues
https://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mental-health-issues
https://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mental-health-issues


6 ways to help your child with their weight 

Small lifestyle changes can make a big difference – try these top tips.

 
5. Get moving 
Try boostingyour family's activity levels in 10-minute bursts with our Disney inspired play along games.
10 Minute Shake Up games – Healthier Families - NHS 

 
1. Find some support 
Speaktoyourchild'sschool nurse, GP or practice nurse who will help support your family with diet and lifestyle changes if needed.
 
2. Make some healthier food swaps 
There are lotsofeasy waysto cut back onsugar, salt and saturated fat – get started with our top tips and simple swaps.
Food facts - Healthier Families - NHS 
 
3. Eat balanced meals 
Findoutwhatahealthy,balanced diet looks like. The Eatwell Guide - NHS 
 
4. Try some new recipes 
Getinspirationtohelpyourfamily eat well every day. Recipes - Healthier Families - NHS 

National Childhood Measurement Programme (NCMP)

Is your child in RECEPTION or Year 6? 

If so, the school nurse team will begin visiting schools in the New Year to
complete the height and weight measurements of all children in Reception

and Year 6. 

Formore information regarding the programme please click 
on the link below: 

Somerset children & young people:

Health & Wellbeing : F2f Ph Ncmp

SLEEP 

Is your child struggling
with sleep? 

For practical advice & support visit…
 

Home - The Sleep Charity 

Alternatively , speak withaschool nurse using our
Chathealthtext service

Tel: 07480635 515 

 
a safeguarding issue the School Nurse has a duty of care to act on this and may 

Disclaimer: This is not an emergency service; it operates Monday to Friday 9am -
5pm and is only available by using a UK mobile number. Your messages are
stored onoursecuresystem andcan beseen bytheSchoolNursing Team who 
runour ChatHealthService. Although thisisa confidentialservice,in the event of 

Somerset School Nurse Team Contact Details:

Email: schoolnurseduty@somerset.gov.uk

Tel: 0300 790 9854 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/activities/10-minute-shake-up/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/activities/10-minute-shake-up/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/
https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/f2f_ph_ncmp
https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/f2f_ph_ncmp
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/


Descriptor Attendance
Whole Days
Absent

Lost Hours of
Learning

Excellent 100% - 99% 0 - 2 0 - 10

Good 98% - 96% 4 - 7.5 20-37.5

Requires
Improvement

95% - 91% 9.5 - 17 47.5 - 85

Persistent
Absentee

90% - 86% 19 - 27 95 - 135

Critical 85% - 80% 28.5 - 38 142.5 - 190

AttendanceAttendanceAttendance
School Attendance - information for parents/carers

As per our attendance policy, the school undertakes regular monitoring of 
 attendance to ensure that, where required, help and support is offered at the 

 earliest opportunity.
In order to ensure parent/carers are kept up to date with their child’s 

 attendance record, the school will send out letters at specific intervals, for example,
where there have been frequent absences or where attendance has fallen below a
certain percentage. This is regardless of whether absences are authorised or where

the school has been kept fully updated with the reasons for absence.
We do appreciate that it can be frustrating to receive a letter when your child has suffered
absences which could not be helped i.e. where there is a rule to stay at home for 48 hours.

Where the school identifies concerns (unexplained, sporadic or lengthy absences or continued
lateness) parents/carers will be invited in for a meeting to discuss what support the school can

provide to improve attendance.
 
 

We thank all our parents/carers for continuing to update the school office where your
child has been unable to come into school.

If your child is unable to attend school due to a medical appointment, please ensure
you provide us with evidence of their appointment. This could be a letter from a 

 hospital or GP or even a screenshot of an appointment email or text. 
Also, please do not inform the school that your child has an appointment or is sick if

you are, in fact, going on holiday. At Redstart we teach the children the importance of 
 integrity and this is undermined if you ask them to lie about where they have been.
 It is most likely that we will find out anyway since children like to talk about their

lives 
 outside of school. We would rather you were honest and we can code your child's 

 absence correctly and know that they are safe. 
 



Food Parcel SupportFood Parcel SupportFood Parcel Support

Food Parcel Support
 

If any of our families are in need of a food 
parcel, please contact the school office and ask to

speak with our Early Intervention Lead, Mrs
Margetts. The food parcel service is provided by the
Community Hub in town. Referrals made are treated

confidentially. It is a 'no questions asked' service.
You do not need to explain your circumstances

unless you wish to and there are no income
thresholds to meet to qualify. Some families may

require a little support for a short time or there may
be reasons for longer lasting support.

 



Volunteer as an Academy CouncillorVolunteer as an Academy CouncillorVolunteer as an Academy Councillor



FREE live webinars: Relationship fitness for family life
I thought you might be interested in the free live webinars we are running over the next few

months.
Investing time in building a stronger relationship between you as a couple helps you create a
safe, supportive environment where your children can thrive. Ruth James, Reducing Parental
Conflict Coordinator, ruth.james@somerset.gov.uk, has been working with couples and will be

sharing her practical tools to help strengthen your relationship.
Whether you attend as a couple or on your own, you’ll leave with practical tips you can use in

your day-to-day family life.
All webinars are 7PM – 8PM and you are welcome to join one or all of the steps.

Step 1: Communication skills for busy couples is run over 2 webinars on Tues 5 & 19 May This
webinar will show couples simple ways to argue less, talk better, and feel closer. Strong

communications between couples creates the foundation for a calm family life where your
children can thrive. To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1984464705354?

aff=oddtdtcreator
Step 2: Conflict without chaos for couples is also run over 2 webinars on Tues 9 & 16

June
This webinar helps couples learn practical ways to handle disagreements without damaging

their connection. You’ll discover tools to reduce tension, improve how you argue, and create a
calmer family life.

To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1984955744064?aff=oddtdtcreator
Step 3: Parenting your children together without drama – 1 webinar on 8 July

Parenting is a team effort, but having different parenting styles can cause conflict and stress.
This webinar is designed for couples who want to strengthen their ability to work as a team,

so they parent their children together.
To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1984960772103?aff=oddtdtcreator

For more information about relationship support, please go to:
https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/managing_relationship_conflict

InformationInformationInformation
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Nursery Spaces Available
 We currently have spaces available in our 

nursery! If you're interested in a place for your
child, please complete an Expression of

Interest form on our website Welcome to the
Nursery - The Redstart Primary School 
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If you need to contact FoRS regarding any of
the events they organise for the school,

please email them at
friendsofredstart@gmail.com

Y
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Sound of the Streets
Street Band Workshop

Saturday 31 January, 10am-11am and 11.20am-12.20pm
At Guildhall Young Artists Taunton, at Wellington School, Wellington

 
A free opportunity for all young players of brass, wind and drums (ideally Grade
3+) to come explore the exciting and inspiring world of street band music with

The Sound of The Streets.
 

The workshop will be given by 3 leading music educators and street band
musicians.

Street bands are one of the musical wonders of the world, making strong and
rhythmic music full of life and energy, the sound of celebration from New

Orleans to South Africa, Delhi to the Balkans. 
 

This is music that is great for developing musical skills, ensemble playing,
rhythmic sense, improvisation, and confidence, learning to play by ear and

exploring your instrument. We will use a mixture of playing by ear and from
music, whatever people are most comfortable with.

The workshop is for all young musicians from Guildhall Young Artists Taunton
and any other young musicians under 19 years of age. Players should be Grade 3

equivalent or above, i.e. comfortable with their instrument.
Free admission but advance booking is essential. To book a place please email

gyataunton@gsmd.ac.uk
 

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP LEADERS
The workshop will be led by drummer Sean O’Hara, brass player Tom Francombe

and saxophonist leader Tim Hill. Together they have a wealth of experience, as
Emma is a top rock and funk player, Tom is head of brass at John Packer Ltd, and
Tim is a veteran street band musician who has led workshops and started street

bands around the country. They are all part of the music charity The Sound of
the Streets and play in Tim’s band Tongues of Fire.

www.tonguesoffirestreetband.co.uk
www.thesoundofthestreets.com 
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Please collect a Easter Trail form from Redstart
School  reception if you would like to take part      
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Piano Teacher-Mike Hurley     ( mike_hurley@outlook.com )
 

Guitar Teacher-Mr Pomeroy      ( fdpomeroy@yahoo.com )
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Parking Safely Outside School
We kindly ask all families to park considerately outside the

school to help keep children safe. Please avoid blocking
driveways, stopping on zigzag lines, or parking too close to

crossings and corners. These areas must remain clear so
children can walk safely and drivers can see them.

Thank you for helping us protect our pupils and keep drop-off
and pick-up times calm and safe for everyone



SafetySafetySafety


	30th March 2026
	Message from Mrs Collins
	Photo of the week
	Dates for your Diary
	31st March-Easter concert for Pianist’s  2nd April-FoRS Non-School uniform day ***3rd-17th April Half term***  20th April-Summer Term Starts 23rd April-YR 4 Swimming starts (Osprey Class) 27th April-No School uniform for winning house 28th April-FoRS Cake Sale YR5 & Nursery 29th April-Tempest Class photos 4th May-Bank Holiday 6th May-Parent drop in 11th May-Year 6 SATS week

	Your paragrFeaph text
	The Redstart Primary School, Redstart Road,Chard,TA20 1SD www.theredstartprimaryschool.clf.uk  E-mail:info@rps.clf.uk


	General Information
	Contact Details Contact Details– As per our attendance policy it is the Parents/Carers duty to ensure contact details are kept up to date. It is also important for School to hold details of at least 2 emergency contacts for each pupil. This information can be sent to the School office at Info@rps.co.uk
	📞 Important Update: New Telephone Answer Machine Options
	We have updated our telephone answer machine to help direct your calls more efficiently. When you call the school, you will now hear the following options:
	Student Absence (Main School) – To report a pupil absence for the main school.
	Nursery Student Absence – To report an absence for a Nursery child.
	Safeguarding Team – For any safeguarding messages/concerns.
	General Messages – For all nonabsence related enquiries.
	Extension Number – For staff use only.
	Reception – To speak directly with our school office.
	Staff Absence Reporting – For staff use only.

	Thank you for your cooperation as we improve our communication systems.

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	In Writing, we have been exploring The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. The children have designed their own imaginative characters and produced some fantastic descriptive writing. We are now beginning to plan a letter from Hogarth to the Iron Man. In Maths, we have been working with money. Some children are still finding this a little tricky, so any practice at home counting coins or adding small totals would be a great help. We continue to rehearse our 2 times tables and are also building confidence with column addition and subtraction. Our Science topic is plants. The children really enjoyed carrying out an experiment to see how plants transport water through their stems. We have also been learning about seed dispersal and the role of pollinators. While out and about, it would be lovely to chat with your child about the signs of spring—hopefully they can tell you how different plants spread their seeds! In Art, the children have been creating mono prints using their own cardboard printing blocks. We are exploring the Iron Age and how people lived during this fascinating period. Ham Hill now has a new visitor centre all about its hillfort—if your child is keen to discover more, it could make a wonderful weekend visit. Please keep reading at home with your child; reading aloud to an audience really helps develop expression, confidence and fluency. It also provides a great opportunity for children to ask questions about unfamiliar vocabulary. TT Rockstars can be played as often as your child finds helpful, and it will automatically set the times tables they need to strengthen playing the Garage game. Please remember not to complete the Gigs at home, as we do this monthly in school. Thank you for your support.

	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Forest School
	In loving memory
	Safeguarding Team
	Safeguarding Information
	Parent & Family Support Service
	We would like to remind our school community that if any parent or carer is looking for extra support around matters including but not limited to;
	please feel free to have a conversation with a member of our safeguarding team who would be happy to discuss a referral to the Parent & Family Support Advisor, or other service if necessary.
	If you are concerned about your child's attendance, please contact the school office to make an appointment with Mrs Margetts who will be happy to offer you and your family support.
	If you have recently had a change of circumstance, please consider whether this may have affected your entitlement to financial support. Any of our parents/carers are welcome to request an assessment of their means to see if their child may qualify for Free School Meals. Also, please remember that we are always happy to request food parcels for any of our families. These requests will be dealt with confidentially and on a 'no questions asked' basis.
	Please see the Somerset School Nurse Team Newsletter leaflet regarding 'Chat Health' for advice and support from the School Nurse Team. Again, if you wish to talk about a referral, pleasease let us know
	Jan/Feb/March 2026



	Somerset School Nurse Team Newsletter
	Welcome to the new Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!
	Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Phn School Nursing

	Children's Mental Health Week 2026 9—15 February 2026
	Ifyourchildisstrugglingwith  theirmentalhealthspeakwitha  school nurseor your GP.  Further supportcan be found:
	Mental Health Issues | Young Somerset
	YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For
	Children And Young People | Young-
	Minds
	Are you looking for support with your child’s bedwetting?

	ERIC
	Free helpline: 0808 801 0343
	Do you have a child with additional needs/and or disabilities?
	Are you looking for advice  and support?
	The Somerset Parent Carer Forum
	Somerset Parent Carer ForumCIC Ltd (not for profit) company
	6 ways to help your child with their weight
	Small lifestyle changes can make a big difference – try these top tips.


	SLEEP
	Is your child struggling with sleep?
	For practical advice & support visit…
	Home - The Sleep Charity
	Alternatively , speak withaschool nurse using our Chathealthtext service Tel: 07480635 515
	National Childhood Measurement Programme (NCMP) Is your child in RECEPTION or Year 6?
	Somerset School Nurse Team Contact Details:
	Email: schoolnurseduty@somerset.gov.uk

	Tel: 0300 790 9854
	Somerset children & young people: Health & Wellbeing : F2f Ph Ncmp



	Attendance
	Food Parcel Support
	Food Parcel Support
	If any of our families are in need of a food  parcel, please contact the school office and ask to speak with our Early Intervention Lead, Mrs Margetts. The food parcel service is provided by the Community Hub in town. Referrals made are treated confidentially. It is a 'no questions asked' service. You do not need to explain your circumstances unless you wish to and there are no income thresholds to meet to qualify. Some families may require a little support for a short time or there may be reasons for longer lasting support.
	Volunteer as an Academy Councillor
	Information
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	Nursery Spaces
	Nursery Spaces Available  We currently have spaces available in our  nursery! If you're interested in a place for your child, please complete an Expression of Interest form on our website Welcome to the Nursery - The Redstart Primary School
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